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Leith was "Wilkes's," also in charge of its major,
Hughes; while in widely scattered quarters in the
country round lay the general's own regiment of horse
under Johnson, its senior captain.

These four men were summoned to Dalkeith and at
once formed into a Council of "War, together with such
well-affected officers as Monk had managed to have about
him in anticipation of the crisis. Their first step was to
stop the post into England, and then far into the night
they sat methodically but rapidly maturing every detail
of the move. In the morning all was in working order.
Two of the impromptu Council, who belonged to the
garrisons at Perth and Ayr, were away at dawn to secure
those fortresses. They were only captains, but in his
hour of need Monk had hardly a single field-officer whom
he could trust. At the same time Johnson was despatch-
ing orderlies right and left to concentrate the horse :
Hubblethorne and Ethelbert Morgan were away again
with secret orders; and far and wide messengers were
spurring to summon the most dangerous officers to head-
quarters, while small parties of horse were leisurely
taking up their posts to waylay and arrest them as they
came.

By dinner-time a troop of horse arrived at Dalkeith
to escort the general to Edinburgh. He had determined
to take the capital in hand himself, and as soon as he had
dined he rode away. Meanwhile his secret orders had
been carried out to the letter. He found his own regi-
ment and Talbot's paraded in the High Street, and
Captain Johnson in waiting with two more troops of his
horse. Satisfied with his inspection the general rode on
quietly to his quarters, and once there proceeded torgan. Atessedns, and Nicholasake the Church.
